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[bookmark: _Toc400824825]Lesson Two: Essentials of Voting 
This lesson covers critical information about voting and Minnesota election law. It can stand alone as an informative lesson on elections, or provide content applied in the precinct polling place simulation in Lesson 3: Voting as Easy as 1-2-3.  
Grades:  9-12
Minnesota K-12 Academic Standards in Social Studies
9.1.1.1.1	Demonstrates skills that enable people to monitor and influence state, local and national affairs.
9.1.1.1.2	Demonstrate the skills necessary to participate in the election process including registering to vote, identifying and evaluating candidates and issues, and casting a ballot.
LEARNING OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to understand information on why people vote, who votes and how people vote. Eligible students will be given an opportunity to register to vote.

MATERIALS
Teacher Materials
· Essentials of Voting PowerPoint
Video
· It’s Election Year, Minnesota! (2 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tgitJk7IE9A&feature=youtu.be
· Vote Early, Vote Absentee! (1 minute 30 seconds)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e5k4xay2Yvc&feature=youtu.be
Student Handouts
· Handouts included in this packet: 
· Who? What? How? Graphic Organizer
· Essentials of Voting Vocabulary and Quizlet 
· Voter’s Bill of Rights 
· Sample Ballot from 2014 General Election
· Handouts to download:
· Students can register to vote online at mnvotes.org; 
· To download and print a paper voter registration application, visit: http://www.sos.state.mn.us/Modules/ShowDocument.aspx?documentid=4222

DURATION
1 class period (about 50-60 minutes)
PROCEDURE

1. Introduction Activity
Have students begin completing a graphic organizer on voting based on their current knowledge about voting answering:
· Why do people vote?
· Who votes?
· How do you vote?

2. Instruction Activity  Show Essentials of Voting PowerPoint made by the Office of the Minnesota Secretary of State. There are 31 slides that review why voting is important, who can vote, how to vote in Minnesota, rights of voting and key things to remember.

· Students can complete the graphic organizer as they listen.

· Hand out election vocabulary terms as resource during PowerPoint.

· Hand out registration forms, sample ballots, and Voter’s Bill of Rights to supplement the PowerPoint.

· View videos 
· It’s Election Year, Minnesota!” (2 minutes) — Animated, fast-paced video provides voters with an overview of the voting process. Also available in Hmong, Somali and Spanish
· 
"Vote Early, Vote Absentee!" (1 minute 30 seconds) — Animated video provides voters with details of the absentee voting process.

3. Collect Completed Registration Forms — If using paper forms, you can with the voter’s permission, mail or drop off the form on their behalf. Make sure the student understands the eligibility requirements for voting before signing. Applications must be received by the Office of the Secretary of State, or by the voter’s county auditor, within 10 days of when the voter signed and dated the application.

4. Closure - Review the last slide:  Key Things to Remember.  Do they have all of the key things on their graphic organizer?  Summarize voter eligibility, the process of voting and voter rights.  The voting simulation will demonstrate how the voting process works!


ASSESSMENT

Completion of Voter Graphic and possibly voter registration and sample ballot.  

Class can do the election vocabulary quizlet at http://quizlet.com/45297243/minnesota-election-vocabulary-flash-cards/alphabetical
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Double-click on the image below to open the PowerPoint Presentation
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[bookmark: _Toc400824828]Voter’s Bill of Rights
1. You have the right to be absent from work for the purpose of voting in a state or federal election without reduction to your pay, personal leave, or vacation time on election day for the time necessary to appear at your polling place, cast a ballot, and return to work.
2. If you are in line at your polling place any time before 8:00 p.m., you have the right to vote.
3. If you can provide the required proof of residence, you have the right to register to vote and to vote on election day.
4. If you are unable to sign your name, you have the right to orally confirm your identity with an election judge and to direct another person to sign your name for you.
5. You have the right to request special assistance when voting.
6. If you need assistance, you may be accompanied into the voting booth by a person of your choice, except by an agent of your employer or union or a candidate.
7. You have the right to bring your minor children into the polling place and into the voting booth with you.
8. If you have been convicted of a felony but your felony sentence has expired (been completed) or you have been discharged from your sentence, you have the right to vote.
9. If you are under a guardianship, you have the right to vote, unless the court order revokes your right to vote.
10.  You have the right to vote without anyone in the polling place trying to influence your vote.
11.  If you make a mistake or spoil your ballot before it is submitted, you have the right to receive a replacement ballot and vote.
12.  You have the right to file a written complaint at your polling place if you are dissatisfied with the way an election is being run.
13.  You have the right to take a sample ballot into the voting booth with you.
14.  You have the right to take a copy of this Voter's Bill of Rights into the voting booth with you.
[bookmark: _Toc400824829]Essentials of Voting Vocabulary
Quizlet link: http://quizlet.com/45297243/minnesota-election-vocabulary-flash-cards/
Absentee - A method of voting before Election Day, in person or by mail, using an Absentee ballot (available 46 days before an election). Voters in the military and voters residing outside the United States must follow a special process for voting absentee.
Address - The numbers and names used to indicate where mail is to be sent. For voting purposes, this must be a place of residence, not a PO box.
Automark - A ballot-marking device that provides privacy and independence to voters who cannot, or choose not, to vote using a pen. It can display the ballot in large print or with a high-contrast background; it can read the ballot to the voter through headphones; and it allows the voter to select candidates through a keypad, touchscreen or sip-and-puff device.
Ballot - The piece of paper that the vote is written on.
Ballot Counter - The person or machine that counts votes.
Ballot Marking - When voters indicate their choices by filling in the oval next to the candidate of their choice.
Delegate - Someone who is picked to represent other people.
Disenfranchisement - When a person or a group of people are prevented from voting.
Election Day Registration (EDR) - The same as "Same Day Registration." In Minnesota and some other states, you are allowed to register at the voting site just before voting.
Election Judge - The person in charge of overseeing a polling place and making sure a fair election is conducted.
Eligibility - Meeting all of the requirements (such as age and citizenship status) to be able to vote.
Endorsed Candidate - A candidate who is publically supported by a political party, other people or organizations.
Exit polling - Surveys of voters, anywhere outside of the room being used as the polling place. An individual conducting an exit poll may only approach a voter after he/she has voted to ask him/her to participate in filling out an anonymous written questionnaire.
Federal Election Commission (FEC) - A federal agency with responsibilities related to campaigns for federal office.
Felon - Someone who has committed a felony (serious crime). In Minnesota, a felony is a crime punishable by a year or more of imprisonment. In Minnesota, a felon is able to vote after completing probation and parole (this is sometimes called "off-paper").
Guardianship - A legal arrangement where a court appoints a guardian to care for someone who is physically or cognitively impaired. People under guardianship have the right to vote, unless a court order revokes (takes away) their right.
Misdemeanor - A type of crime that is less severe than a felony. In Minnesota, this is a crime that is punishable by a sentence of 90 days or less. There are also "gross misdemeanors" and "petty misdemeanors." A person convicted of a misdemeanor can still vote.
Municipality - Any city or township.
Parole - When a prisoner is released from incarceration on the condition of good behavior. The person must complete his/ her parole before he/ she can register or vote.
Political Party - An association of individuals under whose name a candidate files for partisan office. (The current Major Political Parties in Minnesota are the Independence, Republican and Democratic-Farmer Labor parties. The current Minor Political Parties in Minnesota are the Grassroots and Libertarian parties. Other political party names may also appear on ballots for partisan offices.)
Polling Place - The physical location where voting takes place.
Poll - A place where votes are cast; also refers to a survey to assess public opinion or to forecast an election.
Pre-registration - Registering to vote before voting day. This can be done through the mail, online, or in person at an elections office.
Precinct - Also called an "election district." Each precinct contains one polling place. A city or county is often divided into many precincts.
Primary - An election at which voters choose the nominees for a general election.
Probation - An alternative to spending time in a correctional facility for a criminal offender. A felon on probation cannot vote, and it is a felony for a person on probation to register to vote in Minnesota.
Recount - A process where election officials review each ballot that was cast on Election Day to determine precisely the vote count between two candidates whose vote margin is extremely close.
Referendum - A ballot question posed to voters for them to decide. Often referendums ask voters to approve or reject taxes or funding for schools and local governments.
Roster - A list of voters registered in a precinct that contains additional information about each voter, such as current residence address and date of birth (DOB).
Same Day Registration - The same as "Election Day Registration." In Minnesota and some other states, you are allowed to register at the voting site just before voting.
SSN - Social Security Number
Spoiled Ballot - A ballot that has been filled out incorrectly (intentionally or unintentionally) and is therefore not counted.
Turnout - The percentage of eligible voters who voted in an election.
US Citizen - A person born in the United States of America or its territories, or a person who has completed the required steps for "naturalization." Only a US citizen of 18 years of age or older can vote in US elections.
Voter Fraud - Voting illegally, either intentionally or unintentionally. This includes voting more than once and voting when unqualified to do so. This is a felony.
Voting Booth - A booth or table where a person can cast their vote in secrecy.
Voter Rolls - A list of all registered voters in an area. Usually includes names and addresses.
Vouching - A way of proving residence in order to register on Election Day in Minnesota. A registered voter from your precinct can go with you to the polling place to sign an oath confirming your address.
Write In - When a person writes in the name of a candidate that is not listed on the ballot.
Ward - An area of a city that has been divided for some purpose of an election.
Voter Suppression - An attempt to influence the outcome of an election by discouraging or preventing people from exercising the right to vote.

[bookmark: _Toc400824830]Sample Ballot 2014 General Election Ballot
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What Do you Already Know?

















If a board or paper is available, write this diagram on it. 



Ask what people know already: 



What are some reasons why people vote? [write down what you hear]



Who can vote? Can anybody vote? What are the requirements for voting? [See how many they can come up with. It’s okay if they don’t get to them all]



How do you vote? What do you need to do before you vote? Can you vote anywhere?
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Voting





Why?





How?





Who?















Why vote?



















































We’re going to focus more on why people vote
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What is important to you?

Jobs?

Education?

Taxes?

Roads?

Health care?

Transportation?

Other issues?



If you care about any of these issues, then voting is for you!

















What is important to you?

What do you want to see improved in your community? What do you want to change?

What struggles do you see in society?

What do people need to better their lives?

What are you passionate about? 



The people we vote for make decisions about all of these things.
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You probably have a lot to say and lots of opinions, but if you don’t vote no one will hear your voice

If you don’t vote, someone else will—and they may or may not have the same opinions as you. 

Voting is about YOU

















Don’t give away your right to have a say!



You can ignore politics, but politics won’t ignore you. 



Whether you vote or not, elected officials will make decisions that affect you. Why give up your chance to have a say on who that elected official will be??
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What happens to things you care about if you don’t vote?

Do elected officials pay attention to the needs and desires of people who don’t vote?

















Put yourselves in the shoes of an elected official. Let’s say you have to take a vote on a program that helps seniors. To pay for the program, they are proposing to reduce college tuition support for young people. You are up for reelection and you know that young people in your district aren’t paying attention and don’t vote. The seniors in your district vote regularly, and they have been contacting your office constantly asking you to support the bill. What would you do?

6



Why Vote in 2014?

All Minnesotans can vote on the following:

U.S. Congress

U.S. Senator

U.S. Representative

State Representative

Governor & Lt. Gov.

Secretary of State

State Auditor

Attorney General



Depending on where you live, you might vote on:

County Officers

City Officers

School Board

Township Officers





These elected officials will make important decisions that impact: 



Jobs

Education

Taxes

Roads

Health care

Transportation

Many other issues



















Here is what we’re voting on in 2014. 



[Discuss what decisions U.S. Congress makes and what decisions the governor and Minnesota legislature makes]. 



All of these elected officials make important decisions that affect YOUR life. 
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What Keeps People From Voting?



?

















If voting is a good thing, why don’t more people vote?

Do you know people who are eligible to vote but don’t?

What prevents people from voting?

Have you voted at every election? If not, what has prevented you from voting at every election?

Do you think sometimes there are good reasons for not voting?
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Reasons why some don’t vote

Dislike politics or politicians

Too busy

Didn’t know there was an election

Not eligible

Don’t know who the candidates are

















Here are some reasons why people don’t vote. 



Have any of you felt this way?

Are some of these good reasons not to vote?
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What percentage of people vote in Minnesota?



?
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Turnout in a Presidential Election





















Based on turnout of eligible voters in Minnesota, 2012



















We have the highest turnout of any state.
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Turnout in an election for Governor





















Based on turnout of eligible voters in Minnesota, 2010





















But depending on the election, the number of people who vote can go way up or way down. That’s because fewer people vote in non-Presidential elections. 


In 2010, only 55% of eligible voters in Minnesota participated, even though that was still the best in the country. 
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1.6 Million Didn’t Vote in 2010

That’s equivalent to the populations of all these cities combined!

Minneapolis, Saint Paul, Rochester, Duluth, Bloomington, Brooklyn Park, Plymouth, St. Cloud, Eagan, Woodbury, Maple Grove, Coon Rapids, Eden Prairie, Burnsville, Blaine, Lakeville, Minnetonka, Apple Valley, Edina
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Historically, these groups are less likely to vote

People with low-incomes

Young people

People of color

People without a college degree

























Some demographic groups have consistently voted at a lower rate, particularly in non-Presidential elections. This is bad, because it disconnects these groups from their elected representative, and could make it less likely that their issues and concerns will be heard. 
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Who Can Vote?



















































Let’s go back to who can vote. We brainstormed a few ideas earlier. Now we’re going to look at Minnesota’s rules. 
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Who Can Vote in Minnesota

U.S. citizen

18 years old on Election Day

Minnesota resident for 20 days

Finished with felony sentence

You can vote while under guardianship unless a judge specifically has revoked your right to vote



















16



If you have had a felony sentence…

You can vote if you have finished all parts of your sentence, including probation and parole

















There is a lot of confusion on this law, because different states have different rules. 



In some states, it’s difficult to ever vote again if you’ve had a felony conviction. In other states, you can continue to vote, even if you are incarcerated. 



In Minnesota, you CAN vote if you’ve had a felony conviction as long as you’ve finished all the terms of your sentence, including probation and parole. 


Many people who have had a felony assume they cannot vote—that may or may not be true. If people aren’t sure, make sure they know for sure before they register, so that they don’t get in trouble. 


You can tell them to contact their parole/probation officer if they have questions. 
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How to vote in Minnesota



















































Now let’s look at how you actually vote. We’re going to look at three main steps:



Get registered

Get informed

Go vote
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mnvotes.org





















If you can access a computer, mnvotes.org has all the resources and information you’ll need. If not, you can call our office directly for assistance. 



You can register to vote online, check your registration, get a sample ballot, find your polling place, and more
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2014 Important Dates



June 27 
Absentee ballots available for Primary Election. 

July 22 
Last day to pre-register before Primary Election. Voters can also register at the polling place on Election Day. 

August 12 
Primary Election. 

September 19 
Absentee ballots available for the General Election. 

October 14
Last day to pre-register before Election Day. Voters can also register at the polling place on Election Day. 

November 4 
General Election Day.
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Get registered

Save time on Election Day by pre-registering at least three weeks in advance

Online

Mail

In-person

You can also register on Election Day

You will need to show proof of residence, such as a current ID, or an old ID with a current bill showing your name and address

Register again each time you move, changes names or don’t vote for more than 4 years



















The first step is to register. We really encourage you to register in advance. 



You can register on election day, but it requires more steps and will take more time. 



We can register you here today. 
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Registration Myths

If you’ve had a felony, you can’t vote

If you register to vote you’re going to get jury duty

People who have a guardian are not allowed to vote



















For jury duty, if you have a driver’s license you are already on the list for potential jury duty service
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What ID will I need to vote?

Voters who pre-registered do not need to bring additional identification to the polling place. 

Voters who need to register or update their registration must show proof of residence.

Many options, including 

Current Minnesota driver’s license

Photo ID that has your old address, along with a bill that shows your current address.

Go to the polling place with another voter from your precinct who can confirm your name and address.

Plus other options



















Go to mnvotes.org for a full list of election day registration options
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Get Informed

Visit mnvotes.org to learn about the candidates and issues that will be on your ballot.

Download a sample ballot

Visit candidate websites

















A lot of people don’t vote, because they don’t know who the candidates are or who to choose. You can learn about the candidates online. 
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You can vote early (Absentee Voting)

Absentee voting means voting by mail or in person before Election Day, instead of at the polling place.

You can have an absentee ballot mailed to you, or get one in person at your county elections office.



















25



Where to vote on Election Day

Each voter has only one place where they can vote at on Election Day, called a polling place.

Find yours at mnvotes.org

Polling places are open from 7 a.m – 8 p.m.
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Polling place accessibility

Polling places are fully accessible with clearly marked parking spaces, doors and routes to voting areas. 

If you cannot leave your vehicle to enter the polling location, election judges will bring voting materials to you.
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At the Polling Place

Sign in and Register if Needed

Get a Ballot

Fill out the Ballot

Cast a Ballot
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Voting is private

Who you vote for is private

You can vote in a privacy booth
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Know your rights! You have the right to:





Vote without anyone in the polling place trying to influence you

Take a sample ballot with you into the voting booth

Bring children with you

Receive help from election judges or a person of their choice, except an agent of your employer, union or a candidate. 

Receive a replacement ballot if you make a mistake on your ballot before you cast it

Get paid time off to go to polling place, vote and return to work
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Key things to remember

Voting is your chance to have your say about the future of Minnesota, and things like the economy, taxes, education and health care.

These are the requirements for voting: 

U.S. citizen

18 years old on Election Day

Minnesota resident for 20 days

Finished with felony sentence

You can vote while under guardianship unless a judge specifically has revoked your right to vote

Make sure you are registered to vote at your current address

Get a sample ballot and other tools online at mnvotes.org

Election Day is Tuesday, November 4
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SAMPLE STATE GENERAL ELECTION BALLOT

wiein, f any

VOTE FRONT AND BACK OF BALLOT

ST PAUL W-5 P-3

OFFICIAL BALLOT
Judge RAMSEY COUNTY, MINNESOTA
Judge NOVEMBER 4, 2014
INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS:
To vote, completely fill in the oval(s) next to your choice(s) like this: (]
FEDERAL OFFICES STATE OFFICES COUNTY OFFICES
UNITED STATES SENATOR SECRETARY OF STATE COUNTY COMMISSIONER
VOTE FOR ONE VOTE FOR ONE DISTRICT 3
VOTE FOR ONE
STEVE CARLSON BOB HELLAND () JANICE RETTMAN
Independence Independence
MIKE MCFADDEN DAN SEVERSON () GIRARD GODER
Republican Republican
AL FRANKEN STEVE SIMON
- Democrafic-Farmer-Labor Q Democratic-Farmer-Labor O wiite-in,_if an
()HEATHER JOHNSON O BOB ODDEN COUNTY SHERIFF
— Libertarian Party Libertarian Party VOTE FOR ONE
D write-in, if any — wite-in, if any
UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE STATE AUDITOR (HMATT BOSTROM
DISTRICT 4 VOTE FOR ONE .
VOTE FOR ONE O
DAVE THOMAS O PATRICK DEAN COUNTY ATTORNEY
Independence Independence. VOTE FOR ONE
SHARNA WAHLGREN RANDY GILBERT
Republican Republican
BETTY MCCOLLUM REBECCA OTTO JOHN J. CHOI
Q Democratic-Farmer-Labor Democratic-Farmer-Labor O
KEEGAN IVERSEN
wiite-in, if any 8 Libertarian Parts O wiite-in, if any
STATE OFFICES () JUDITH SCHWARTZBACKER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
Grassroofs-Legalize Cannabis. SUPERVISOR
STATE REPRESENTATIVE (&)
DISTRICT 668 Vit fany DISTRICT 1
VOTE FOR ONE ATTORNEY GENERAL VOTE FOR ONE
— LIZZ PAULSON MCIEECRONE — PAUL GARDNER
Republican
JOHNLESCH BRANDAN BORGOS —
(D Democrafic-Farmer-Labor O Independence Lﬁ wiite-in, if any
- RSC%TT NEWMAN CONSERVATION DISTRICT
GOVERNOR AND LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR | () LORI SWANSON SULERVIOR
VOTE FOR ONE TEAM Democraic Farmer Lebor DISTRICT 4
ANDY DAWKINS VOTE FOR ONE
Green Party
) HANNAH NICOLLET AND MARY O'CONNOR () TOM PETERSEN
I fe s Bﬁﬁ'g F@'ACEK CARRIE WASLEY
IEpencenee O Legal Mar\‘\uanﬂ Now O
JEFF JOHNSON AND ) O
B”_L KU'SLE write-in, if any write-in, if any
Republican
() MARK DAYTON AND
TINA SMITH
Democratic-Farmer-Labor
CHRIS HOLBROOK AND
CHRIS DOCK
Libertarian Party
CHRIS WRIGHT AND
DAVID DANIELS
Grassrools-Legalize Cannabis
)
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SAMPLE STATE GENERAL ELECTION BALLOT
RAMSEY COUNTY, MINNESOTA
NOVEMBER 4, 2014

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS:

To vote, completely fill in the oval(s) next to your choice(s) like this: [ ]

JUDICIAL OFFICES JUDICIAL OFFICES
SUPREME COURT 2ND DISTRICT COURT
ASSOCIATE JUSTICE 2 JUDGE 1
VOTE FOR ONE VOTE FOR ONE
) JOHN HANCOCK ) LEONARDO CASTRO icurbent

() WILHELMINA (MIMI) WRIGHT incurbent

rite-in, if an:

rite-in, if an:

ASSOCIATE JUSTICE 3
VOTE FOR ONE

JUDGE 7
VOTE FOR ONE

D JOY D. BARTSCHER incurmbent

(OHMICHELLE L. MACDONALD

write-in, if an:

D DAVID LILLEHAUG incurrbent JUDGE 8
VOTE FOR ONE
ilern, fam
COURT OF APPEALS () PATRICK C. DIAMOND incurmbent
JUDGE 1 T
VOTE FOR ONE JUDGE 13
VOTE FOR ONE

OJOHN R. RODENBERG incumbent

wirite-in, if an:

O SHAWN M BARTSH incumbent

JUDGE 3
VOTE FOR ONE

write-in, if an:

@ CAROL A. HOOTEN incurrbent

JUDGE 15
VOTE FOR ONE

wirite-in, if an:

()MARGARET M (PEG) MARRINAN incumbent

JUDGE 4
VOTE FOR ONE

write-in, if an:

OJOHN P. SMITH incumbent

JUDGE 17
VOTE FOR ONE

wirite-in, if an:

OJEFFREY M. BRYAN incurnbent

JUDGE 9
VOTE FOR ONE

wirite-in, if an:

D MICHAEL KIRK incurnbent

wirite-in, if an:

JUDGE 10
VOTE FOR ONE

O EDWARD J. CLEARY incurnbent

wirite-in, if an:

JUDGE 12
VOTE FOR ONE

O MARGARET CHUTICH incurmbent

wirite-in, if an:

JUDGE 15
VOTE FOR ONE

(@D KEVIN G. ROSS incumbent

wirite-in, if an:

VOTE FRONT AND BACK OF BALLOT
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