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Choose the best answer to and darken the corresponding oval on the answer sheet. Be sure to darken in the oval neatly and if you have to erase, be sure to do so completely and cleanly.  This test counts so do your absolute best work!

****Do NOT write on this test, all answers go on your answer sheet!

1.  Which of the following is NOT a branch of our government?


A. Executive
B. Judicial
C. Legislative
   D.  Military
2. How long a term does a US Representative serve in the House of Representatives?


A. 2 years
B. 4 years
C. 6 years
   D. Life

3. In what month do we elect a president?


A. April

B. June

D. October
   D. November

4. What does freedom of religion mean?


A. The government is free to establish a religion for the United States.


B. The government can give funding to Christian aid organizations to help the homeless.


C. Citizens are free to practice whatever religion they want, or no religion at all.


D. Christianity is the dominant religion in the United States.

5. What do we call the first ten amendments to the Constitution?


A. The Articles of Confederation


B. The Bill of Rights


C. The Declaration of Independence

D. The Magna Carta

6. If the President can’t serve, who becomes President?


A.  President Pro Tem of the Senate

B. Secretary of State


C. Speaker of the House
                                           D. Vice President

7. Who makes federal laws for the country?


A. Congress
     B. Courts             C. President

D. States

8. Which of the following stops one branch of government from becoming too powerful?


A. Checks and balances




B. Federalism


C. Separation of Powers




D. all of the above


E.  A and C above

9. How many US Senators are there?


A. 50

B. 100
          C. 435             D. 538

10. What is the capital of Minnesota?

A. Duluth
B. Minneapolis          C. St. Cloud

D. St. Paul
11. How old do citizens have to be to vote in an election for President?


A. 16

B. 18
      C. 21         D. 25

12. Which of the following is NOT a reason that early colonists came to America?


A. economic opportunity
B. freedom





C. to create a new government
D. to practice their religion

13. When must all men register for the Selective Service (the draft)?


A. beginning at age 18

B. By the time he turns 30


B. After finishing college
D. It is not required to register

14. Which of the following did NOT lead to the Civil War?


A. economic issues (trade)
B. interference by Great Britain


C. slavery


D. State’s rights

15. Which of the following is a right that ONLY applies to citizens?


A. be elected to a federal office
B. have a job


C. join a political party

D. own a home or business

16. Which of the following amendments  DOESN’T describe who can vote?


A. 15th -  African Americans males
 B. 19th  - women suffrage

C. 22nd  - President elected only 2 times

   D. 24th  - Poll tax

17. What is the Supreme Law of the Land?


A. the Articles of Confederation


   B. the Declaration of Independence


C. the Constitution



   D. The Supreme Court

18. Where are the words “We The People” found? These words describe the idea of self-government.

A. the Articles of Confederation


   B. the Declaration of Independence


C. The Preamble to the Constitution

   D.  the Oath of Office of the President

19. Which of the following is NOT a freedom in the first amendment?


A. press

B. religion
C. speech 
D. vote

20. In which document will you find the rights to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness?


A. the Articles of Confederation


 B. the Bill of Rights  

              C. the Declaration of Independence

 D. the Constitution


21. Which of these describes changes or additions to the constitution?


A. amendments

B. addendums

C. laws

D. appendix

22. Who is the Commander in Chief of the military?



A. Chief Justice

B. Congress

C. President

C. Speaker of the House
    

23. How long is a term for a Senator?


A. 2 years
B. 4 years
C. 6 years
D. 8 years

24. How many justices are there on the Supreme Court?


A. five

B. seven
C. nine

D. eleven


25. All of the following are powers that are given to the federal government, EXCEPT which one?


A. declare war

B. education

C. print money

D. raise an army

26. What does the Judicial Branch do?


A. enforce laws

B. interpret laws
C. make laws

D. resolve laws

27. Who lived in America before the Europeans arrived?


A. African Americans
   B. Canadians
      C. Italian Americans
          D. Native Americans

28. What did Susan B. Anthony do?


A. fought for freedom for slaves


B. fought for equal treatment for immigrants


C. fought for prohibition of alcohol

D. fought for women’s right to vote

29. For how long a term is the President elected
?


A. 2 years
B. 4 years
C. 6 years 
D. 8 years

30. Which of the following is NOT required to become a naturalized citizen of the United States?


A. defend the Constitution


B. to give up loyalty to any other country


C. to obey the laws of the United States

D. to vote in elections

31. Which of the following are ways that Americans can participate in their democracy?


A. call or write your Representative or Senator


B.  join a political party


C. run for office


D. all  of the above are ways to participate in our democracy.

32. Which of the following is a responsibility that ONLY belongs to US citizens?


A. have a job



B. own a home or business

C. serve on a jury


D. join a political party

33. All of the following, EXCEPT WHICH ONE, are accomplished by the Constitution?


A. defines the powers of the government



B. describes how the government is organized


C. describes our gov’t’s relationships with other countries





D. protects the basic rights of Americans

34. What does the “rule of law” mean?


A. courts interpret the laws


B. everyone has to follow the law


C. laws are rules that people have to follow
D. Gov’t leaders don’t have to follow the law

35. Who is in charge of the executive branch at the federal (national) level?


A. Chief Justice

B. President

C. President Pro Tem
D. Speaker of the House


36. How many voting members are in the US House of Representatives?


A. 50

B. 100

C. 435

D. 538

37. Who signs bills to become law?


A. Chief Justice

B. President
   C. President Pro Tem
   D. Speaker of the House

38. What do we call people who were taken from Africa to America and sold into bondage?


A. African Americans

B. citizens
  C. immigrants

D. slaves
39. Which of the following powers of gov’t belong to the states?


A. declare war

B. education 

C. make treaties
D. print money

40. What is the highest court in the United States?


A. district courts
B. courts of appeal
C. state courts

D. Supreme Court

41. Who has the power to veto bills?


A.  Chief Justice

B. President
C. President Pro Tem
  D. Speaker of the House

42. What did the civil rights movement seek to end in the US?


A. free speech

B. immigration

C. racial discrimination
        D. slavery


43. Which of the following is a federally recognized American Indian Tribe in Minnesota?


A. Cherokee

B. First Nations

C. Navajo
     D. Ojibwa
44. What is the name of the group that advises the President on important issues?


A. advisory council
   B. brain trust

C. cabinet
  D. White House Office
45. Who is represented by a US Senator?


A. all of the people of the state


B. the state legislature


C. people of his/her congressional district
D. people of his/her city or county

46. Why do some states have more representatives than others?


A. more electoral votes
      B. larger size
         C. larger districts        D. more population
 

47.  What are the two bodies of the US Congress?


A. House of Representatives and Senate

B. House of Representatives and Supreme Court


C. Senate and White House Office

D.  Senate and Supreme Court

48. Which of the following is NOT a cabinet level position?


A. Banking


B. Defense

C. Education
   
D. State


49. What are the two major political parties in the US?


A. Green Party and Whigs


B. Democrats and Republicans



C. Tea Party and Republicans


D. Independents and Progressives

50. Which of the following is NOT a right of everyone living in the United States?

A. freedom of assembly



B. freedom of expression


C. freedom to petition the gov’t


D. freedom of religion



E. all of these are rights of everyone living in the United States

